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The Parish Office is open from 9 am to noon, Monday through Friday.  Stop by or give us a call at 671-1100.

 


    

Pastoral Messages

Lenten Reflections





Read more




Scripture

An Introduction to the Sunday Scripture Readings - March 10, 2024

“For God So Loved The World That He Gave His Only Son...”

This weekend, our readings bring us face to face with God's patience and unfathomable love and our response to that love throughout history.

In our first reading (2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23), we hear a condensed history of the Babylonian Exile in the 6th century B.C. It is a story of the rejection of God’s covenant with Moses and the Ten Commandments that we heard about last Sunday and a rejection of the many prophets God sent to lead his people back to him. The consequences of their actions was the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem and exile in Babylon. Then, after seventy years, God inspired King Cyrus, the King ofPersia, to restore the people to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple. Thus, God lovingly restored his people into the right relationship with himself.

In our Epistle reading (Ephesians 2:4-16), St. Paul succinctly describes God's tender mercy and great love for us, even though we have sinned and turned our backs to God. Paul reminds us that even the faith we have is a gift from God, through no merit of our own. What we do with that gift is up to us. The proof of our actions, or “works,” is our response to God’s gift of faith to us.

In our Gospel reading (John 3:14-21), we hear the well known passage in John 3:16 (“God so loved the world...”). It is presented in the context of salvation history. The reading opens with a reference to Moses raising a bronze serpent on a staff to save the Israelites from deadly serpents (Numbers 21:4-9). God had commanded the Israelites to gaze upon the raised serpent, the instrument of their death, in order to be saved. The comparison is made to Jesus being “lifted up” on the cross to save God's people from the most evil of all serpents, Satan himself. In both instances, it is the very instrument of death that God uses to turn the tables on Satan and save us from our sins.

As we continue our Lenten journey toward the cross and resurrection, perhaps we can be mindful of our own cycles of sin and redemption and realize that God's love is ever-present, never fading, no matter what! Perhaps we can encounter God's tender mercy face-to-face in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Perhaps it’s time!

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/031024.cfm
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Upcoming Events

	Senior and Retiree Event - Thursday, March 14 at 1 pm - Sing-a-along!
	Tuesday Soup Suppers and Reflections - starting February 27
	Guided Stations of the Cross - Fridays at 5 pm during Lent
	Lenten Fish Dinners - Fridays from 5-6:30 pm, February 16 to March 22
	Card and Board Game Nights - Fridays in March from 6-8 pm
	Easter Scavenger Hunt - Saturday, March 23 from 1-3 pm




Latest News

	St. Rita Business Directory - add your business today!
	Liturgical Ministers - schedules and info here
	Beware of Scam Requests - if you recently received a text or email from Fr. Tim asking for gift cards or a favor, please be aware that this did not come from Fr. Tim
	Churches Offering Meals to Everyone - next dinner is March 13





What's Happening This Week




Facebook




Faith at Home

	3 Minute Retreat - from Loyola Press; take a short prayer break right at your computer by spending some quiet time reflecting on a Scripture passage
	The Family Zone - a weekly Family Zone Newsletter, provided by the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis of the Diocese of Rochester




Help

	How Can We Help You? - let us know! 
	Helping Those in Need - "Whatsoever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters..."
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